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RESOLUTION ON THE CHURCH AND LABOR 


Be it resolved by this International 
avention of Disciples of Christ: 


We believe in the right of every in- 
Vidual to a job. Creative labor min- 

ers to the growth of human personal- 
py and enforced unemployment is one of 
fs surest means of bringing about the 
iterioration and demoralization of 
rsonality. Continuous unemployment 
rontually makes the individual unen- 
royable. In our judgment private in- 
pstry must face the alternative either 

giving employment to men or submit- 
mg to increasing taxation to provide 
blic work for their support. 


We believe in the right of laboring 
m to organize for protection against 
just conditions and to secure a more 
equate share of the fruits of their 
il. The right to organize implies the 
echt to hold and wield power, which in 
irn implies responsibility for the man- 
tr in which this power is exercised. 


We believe in the right of labor to 
just wage. In our judgment a just 
pee is more than a mere living wage. 
believe that a just wage in any in- 
rstry is the highest wage that the in- 
istry can pay and in no case below an 
rount sufficient to maintain a decent 
randard of living as defined by re- 
onsible agencies in the field of home 
a family economics. Christians should 
arein mind that the ability of in- 
stry to pay a just wage is dependent 

part, at least, upon the willingness 

consumers to pay commodity prices 
at will make a just wage possible. 


We believe in the right of workers 
protection against the hazards of 
employment, illness, disability, and 


pendency in old age. We believe that 
is protection should be extended to 
(Continued on page four) 
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PEACE RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE 
DENVER CONVENTION - OCTOBER 1938 


RESOLVED: That we unite with the Oxford 
World Conference d churches in denounc- 
ing war as a “particular demonstration 
of the power of sin" and express our 
determination as Disciples of Christ in 
convention assembled never to sanction 
War 167) Lénd oun support, towiteinean y 


manner andurge that our individual 
churches cooperate in this attitude. 
That. we reaffirm: our support, e548 


previously given in other conventions, 
of those Christians who for reasons of 
conscience cannot engage in war, or in 
preparation for it, and who» refuse to 
be conscripted in the armed forces of 
BhesnaGion, or ine the R.O0.T. Ci. .units aim 
colleges and high schools. 


That we express our approval of the 
establishment of a permanent policy of 
neutrality for America, which will re- 
fuse to export implements of war to all 
countries at all times or to extend 
loans or credits to other countries 
for war purposes. 


That we believe the people of our 
nation should be given the right to vote 
in solemn referendum whether we shall 
enter into any foreign war. 


That we approve the extension of 
trade agreements, particularly with the 
so-called “have not nations", and urge 
the maintenance of the Good Neighbor 
policy to the Latin-American countries 
and its extension and application to 
other nations in such particulars as 
the removal of racial discrimination in 
immigration policies, and through adis- 
armament conference, which we petition 
our government to take the initiative 
im carling at, once. 


That we register our conviction that 
(Continued on page four) 


TEMPERANCE RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE 
OCT. 2OnLosc 


INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION - OCT.20,1958 
BE IT RESOLVED by the International 
Convention of the Disciples of Christ 
in convention assembled: 
1. That we deplore the tragic personal 
and social demoralization caused by the 
manufacture, distribution, and sale of 
intoxicating beverages in our country. 
These evils are becoming increasingly 
obvious and now comparable to the worst 
in our history. 
2. We remind responsible officials of 
the federal government that under the 
provisions of the twenty-first amendment 
to the Constitution the several states 
are guaranteed full protection from 
outside interference and violation of 
the laws which they may enact for the 
regulation, control or elimination of 
the liquor industry this provision of 
the Constitution may prove to be an ef- 
fective weapon to achieve national pro- 
hibition by state action and that con- 
tinuation of the present policy on the 
part of the industry inevitably hastens 
tnhesday .oreretribution: 
4. We further remind the liquor indus- 
try that its promises of effective self- 
regulation to eliminate the evils in- 
herent in the business have not been 
kept. We also point out that expensive 
advertising by brewers and distillers 
and their trade associations professing 
a sense of social responsibility must 
be supported by prompt and effective 
action to curb the evils which are an 
inevitable consequence of their busi- 
ness. In our judgment this assumption 
Sime social responsibility is in direct 
contradiction of the sales promotion 
policies of the industry. 
4. We urge upon our churches and their 
members continuous effort to educate 
the whole community tothe harmful per- 
sonal and social consequences which flow 
from the use of alcohol as a beverage. 
We urge that the fullest use be made of 
the available curricular material in 
this field in the home, the church and 
the school. 
5. We urge upon our churches and their 
members full and hearty support to lo- 
cal and statewide option efforts which 
such programs give promise of effective 
results. We believe that the manufacture 
and sale of alcoholic beverages should 
be forbidden in every political area 
where public opinion will give saubstan- 
tial support to such legislation. To 
this end we commend such agencies in 
this field as may be found to be doing 
effective service. 


RESOLUTION ON PEACE ESSAY PROJECT 


In view of the precarious situatio: 
with respect to the peace of the worl 
and in view of the necessity for ade 
quate peace education and activity, be 
it recommended that the Peace — 
Project being sponsored by the World's 
Sunday School Ass'n., be given whole- 
hearted support in our churches. 


LUDLOW RESOLUTION 


BE IT RESOLVED by this Internation- 
al Convention of Disciples of Chrig 
That we heartily commend the >roraa 
of the Honorable Louis Ludlow, member 
of Congress from Indiana, for a prior 
affirmative nationwide plebescite be- 
fore Congress shall be empowered to de- 
clare war, except in case of attack an 
invasion of United States soil. Recen 
events have demonstrated that the conm- 
mon people of the nations of the world 
do not want war and if given opportun- 
ity will register their convictions iz 
no uncertain manner. We urge our mem- 
bers everywhere to support this propos 
al of Congressman Ludlow. 


RESOLUTION REGARDING SHIPMENT OF AMER 
ICAN MATERIALS OF WARFARE TO WARRIN 
NATIONS 


The Board of Managers of The Unit 
Christian Missionary Society recommend 
to the International Convention of th 
Disciples of Christ that we strongl 
protest the shipment of American mater 
jals of warfare, or raw or unfinishet 
materials contributing to the condué 
of warfare, to any nation engaged 
war--declared or un-declared--in vio 
lation of the principle of neutrality, 
and urge the cessation of such shipment 
immediately. 

’ 


MOTHER DIES IN DRINKING BOUT 


(From Indianapolis News, Oct. 20,1938) 


Chicago, Oot.2d, (Avec) Three-year-olt 
Arlene Richine, a superior court jury 
decided, is entitled to collect $2500, 
or 500 times the amount her mother wag: 
ered - and lost when she died - that s 
could drink a pint of whiskey in 1 hour. 

The jury awarded Arlene that amount 
in damages against Paul Sakenas and Pe- 
ter Waicunas, owners of the tavern wher 
her mother, Mrs. Antoinette Rachi 
worked and had made the $5 wager. 

She had consumed three-quarters 
the pint when she collapsed and died 
acute alcoholism. 


ON THE SOCIAL FRONTIERS 


om Income for July 1938. Cash income 
farmers in July from Marketing farm 
ducts was estimated by the Depart- 
1t of Agriculture at $609,000, 000. 
is was a gain of $95,000,000 compared 
sh the preceding month, but a decline 
$131,000,000 compared with July a 
ir ago. Government payments to far- 
*s in July aggregated $35,000,000, as 
1inst $45,000,000 in June and $11, - 
),000 in July last year. (Labor In- 
mation Bulletin, Sept. 1938.) 


3t of Medical Care to Farmers. On the 
srage each farm family in the United 
ates spends $39 a year for medical 
evice, according to estimates of the 
sartment of Agriculture. Other med- 
a1 costs, such as the purchase of med- 
ines and drugs and health and acci- 
it insurance, brings the total cost 
medical care to $51 per farm family, 
a total of $350,000,000 for the farm 
sulation of the nation. (Labor In- 
“mation Bulletin, Sept. 1938.) 


gsiness Profits and Losses. The full 
Sent of the 19437-1958 recession be- 
me apparent in the first halfof 1938. 
study of 598 companies reported in 
= Sept. issue of Labor Information 
Lletin shows that whereas these conm- 
nies cleared $464400,000 in the first 
< months of 1934 and $1,090,600,000 
the first six months of 1937, the net 
surn for the first six months of 1938 
s only $223200,000, the smallest since 
5 $15,200,000 cleared in the first 
Le of 1932. Of the 1938 losses the 
“gest was $181,300,000 by Class I 
llroads. Steel dropped $15,000,000, 
xtiles and clothing $8,100,000 and 
so parts and accessories $3,900,000. 


scontent in Germany. Dr. Harry W. 
idler, Secretary of the League of In- 
strial Democracy, returning from a 
mmer in Europe reports growing dis- 
ntent with the Hitler regime among 
masses and the intellectuals in 
~many. Reports were rife throughout 
zope following German mobilization 
fers that hundreds of persons had been 
ested for délaying troop trains, be- 
soldiers were bound, 
put for war. LD. 
tria, conditions among the Jews are 
ese than in Germany. Crizvicse, Dr. 
idler found, were doing little except 
cret complaining, though efforts are 
Ing made to organize underground op- 
sition groups in Paris. _ 


eving that the 
> for manoeuvers, 


NATIONAL INCOME 1937 


National income paid out in the U.S. 
(payments made by producers to individ- 
uals and groups of individuals for ser- 
vices rendered, including wages, sal- 
aries, dividends, interest, net rents 
and royalties and money withdrawn by 
farmers and business and professional 
people from enterprises which they own 
or manage) in 1929 totaled nearly 78.6 
billion dollars. In 1933 it dropped to 
45.3 billion dollars. 


In 1937, 46.7 billion dollars was 
paid out as compensation to employes, 
a8 against 51.5 billion so distributed 
in 1929. The following table shows the 
total compensation paid to workers from 
1929 to 1937 and the percentage of such 
compensation of the total national in- 
come paid out. 


Year Total Paid Percentage 
to Workers of Nace 
(millions of Income 
dollars) Paid out 
1929 51,509 65.6 
1930 E7551 64.9 
1931 40,188 647 
1932 515565 64.4 
1933 29,596 65:30 
1934 Fie 05 t 66.1 
1935 36,679 66.5 
1936 41,906 66.9 
1937 46,728 67. 


These figures show that labor's per 
centage of the national income paid out 
in 1937 was greater than in 1929. How- 
ever, the 1937 figures include wages 
paid on work-relief projects and pay- 
ments by employers to unemployment com- 
pensation and old-age pensions under 
the provisions of the Social Security 
Act. 


In the second place, it should be 
noted that under the definition of 'na- 
tional income paid out' salaries of ex- 
ecutives and withdrawals from business 
by owners and managers is included as 
compensation to labor. In 1929 for ev- 
ery $1,000 of national income paid out, 
$656 went to executives and workers as 
salaries and wages, $144 to dividends 
and interest, $44 to rents and royalties 
and $156 as withdrawals by owners and 
managers. 

(Labor Information Bulletin, Sept.1938) 
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RESOLUTION REGARDING ARMISTICE DAY 
PEACE DEMONSTRATIONS OF THE UNITED 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH MOVEMENT 


In view of the all too prevalent use 
of Armistice Day t glorify war and the 
use of armed force, we commend the at- 
tempt of the United Christian Youth 
Movement to emphasize the original pur- 
pose of the day by issuing a call for 
Armistice Day peace demonstrations. 
Furthermore, we urge the participation 
of the young people of our churches in 
such demonstrations when they are held 
under the auspices of the United Chris- 
tian Youth Movement. We further urge 
that they take the initiative in plan- 
ning and carrying forward such demon- 
strations in their communities, enlist- 
ing the young people of other commun- 
fons in them if they are not engaging 
in such under other auspices. 


LABOR RESOLUTION (Cont'd from page 1) 


such industrial, agricultural, domestic, 
and other similar groups of workers not 
now included under the Social Security 
Act. We, therefore, welcome the pro- 
posal of the Social Security Board to 
make beginnings in this direction. We 
believe that our churches should pro- 
tect all their workers by membership in 
the Pension Fund, and by payment of the 
8% to match the 23% paid by the worker 
to provide adequate old age protection. 


5. We believe that capital and labor 
are mutually obligated to seek settle- 
ment of their controversies by the means 
Oneconclitation and adjudication ‘that 
are now available, thus avoiding bitter 
and costly industrial conflicts. 


6. We believe that churches and relig- 
fous institutions should exercise the 
greatest care to obey both the letter 
eHow spirit. ~ol ‘the Wabor laws «of Gthe 
country and should refrain from any act 
that might be interpreted as defiance 
or evasion of these laws. 


7- We believe that brotherhood in the 
processes of production and distribu- 
tion of the goods of life is the goal 
to be sought by both capital and labor; 
that both employers and employees are 
under obligation to face the bitter fact 
that our economic system has tragically 
failed at this point and that coopera- 
tive effort to build an economic order 
that 1s both just and democratic is the 
way to permanent industrial peace and 
prosperity. 


The Board of Managers of The Unite 
Christian Missionary Society recommen 


that the International Convention ¢ 
Disciples of Christ call to the attel 
tion of the churches and church membe 
the appalling distress resulting fm 
the hostilities in China and urge thej 
generous support of the Church Committe 
for China Relief which has just be 
organized by .the Federal Council 

Churches in America, the Foreign Mi 
sions Conference of North America @ 
China Famine Relief U.S.A., Inc., @ 

serve as the agency of the churches ¢ 
the United States in the field of Chi 
relief. . 


PEACE RESOLUTION (Cont'd from page 1 


community world order can never be 6& 
tablished m the iniquitous doctrine 
absolute national sovereignity and tk 
we therefore favor American membersh 
in a universal league of nations 
world court. 


That in view of our being confront 
by the continuance of destructive wa; 
in China, we advocate: 


a. Immediate and continuous offers” 
our government of our services for pw 
poses of mediation. 


b. Respect for the "territorial and & 
ministrative integrity of China", 

surrender of extra - territorialif® 
gradual withdrawal o& the United Stat 
armed forces, and indemnification fz 
the public treasury of legitimate los 
es sustained because of this policy. 


c. Amore adequate financial support 
our own mission in China, which has do 
such remarkable reconstruction work 
the incredibly trying task it has co 
fronted during the past year. 


That we urge all of our churches | 
unite in a world-wide prayer service 
11:00 o'clock on the anniversary of 
Signing of the Armistice, thanking G 
that the world has been spared even mo 
serious conflict, and begging His he 
in creating a just and permanent peac 
and that we urge upon our churches & 
their individual members the practi 
of continuous prayer for world peac 
and that this critical interest be gi 
en a place of real importance in o 
pulpits, missionary meetings, and oth 
educational programs throughout the yea 


